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THE 


ETHICS OE SEXUAL EQUALITY. 


If society were to become aware of the existence of an insidioiis 
plague in ineiDient form, making ready to sweep over the world and 
distill its subtle poison into the atmosphere, from which the people 
generally would unconsciously imbibe it, and which, though not 
alarmingly fatal in its immediate consequences, would, nevertheless, 
gradually and surely sap humanity’s great fountain of licaltli, would 
it not be consistent to suppose that every possible effort would be put 
forth to analyze its causes, its modes of operation and its effects, and to 
stop it early in its career ? But should the doctors of divinity, of law 
and of medicine, and the professors of respectability, together with all 
the reverend and honorable mistresses of the land, cry out against it 
and denounce the investigation, would it be right for those who should 
be engaged in it to stop short in their efforts because of such opposi¬ 
tion, and should they quietly step aside and permit it to pass un¬ 
noticed in its destructive course ? And should some bold spirit more 
daring than the rest, caring more for the welfare of the multitude than 
for its approval, irresistibly rush to the front and proclaim the impend¬ 
ing evil, would she not be justified in so doing, even in the very faces 
of the opposition ? Yes! Everybody except the opposers would con¬ 
sider it the highest possible duty that an individual could perform— 
the highest possible duty for the few who sliould understand the 
threatening rhonster—persistently to continue her efforts against any and 
all opposition, until she should fempel the people to listen and learn the 
teal character of the impending danger. Now, just such a condition 
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as this actually exists in our very midst to-day ; and yet scarcely any. 
body seems to be aware of its existence, while the few who do really 
suspect it, are deterred from entering upon its investigation, by the 
terrible persecutions and denunciations which are heaped upon, and 
hurled at, the individuals who arc bold enough to stand out and defy 
the self-assumed conservators of the moral health of society, who, 
dagger in hand, are ever ready to strike as well as to defame. 

And it is the more terrible that this disease to which I refer is 
arbitrarily, and vdtliout a single good reason, assigned to the realm of 
morality, and held to be a lack of morals, to be cured by preaching, 
rather than a lack of physical health, to be cured by a complete under¬ 
standing of the laws which govern physical life. 

But those who so blindly attempt to controvert the laws of nature, 
do not stop to consider that a genuine morality cannot have root in, 
and existence upon, a diseased physique. A truly moral condition 
must spring from a condition of genuine physical health. We hold 
this to be inevitable, since morals are the outgrowth of physical struc¬ 
ture. As well might we expect perfect fruit from a decaying tree as 
to expect pure morality from a diseased physical structure. It is 
possible that a low* moral condition may accompany a high degree 
of physical health; but the converse does not follow, although there 
may be seeming exceptions to the rule. 

One of the very first and most important of all considerations for 
humanity, then, is physical health. With that as a foundation, all 
other things are possible; without that as a foundation, all other things 
are improbabla But bow obstinately do all classes of teachers ignore 
this self-evident truth. Not one of them devotes even a thought to the 
subject. True, our physicians with their vile stufi^ profess to, and in 
some instances think they do, cure disease. But I can assure them 
they have never yet cured any disease. They may have modified its 
symptoms, even have caused the effects to cease, but the causes are 
always left untouched; since next to nothing is known of causes. 

With physics it is the same as it is in all other departments. People 
are intent in dealing with present effects, never seeming to care if the 
cause continue. Indeed it sometimes appears as if they do not want 







the removal of causes; since if they were to be removed then their 
effects would cease, and numberless professors, like Othello, would find 
their occupation gone. In other words, we are generally content when 
we find a branch, bearing bad fruit to cut it from the body of the tree, 
leaving it to produce similar branches, rather than to dig it up by the 
root, and absolutely destroy the capacity to piodnce, 

Haman life is not different in absolute existence from the other 
forms of life. The same general laws govern its manifestations, though 
in a higher stage of development And when we seek to discover the 
laws which govern it we must proceed by the same rules of analysis 
and deduction as when we discover laws in other forms of life. But 
Up to this time the practice has been entirely different, and now, when 
it is proposed to subject human life to a common form of investigation, 
a terrific tumult is raised, and almost the whole world raises its hands 
and its voices in holy horror at the proposed sacrilega Natural laws 
are recoc^ni2:ed in everything else ; but the very highest department of 
life is forcibly divorced from all control of natural law, and left to the 
mercy of the arbitrary impositions of a standard called moral, but 
which is really the result of the very conditions it is framed to heal 
If there are unfortunate conditions existing, which none deny, it is 
not because people have failed to live up to the public standard of 
morals; but because they have failed to live after the requirements of 
the natural laws; have failed to follow conditions in the direc¬ 
tion of higher attainment Whenever these laws are ignored, in the 
attempt to conform to the other sort, then the legitimate results follow; 
and they are always against the highest good of the subject. 

The primal error that is made by society, and it is one that almost 
everybody makes, is in attempting to compel all sorts of people to con¬ 
form to the same rules of life—a thing which is not only impossible in 
itself, but which everybody knows is impossible. It is an absolute 
law, everywhere in the universe, that every condition has its own con* 
trolling laws; and it is impossible to compel the law of one sort of 
conditions to apply to conditions of an entirely different cbaracten It 
Wbuid be considered the height of absurdity to say, because some 
individuals are dyspeptic, hence every individual should subsist on 
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. R„i th-t would be ue absurd than ate nearij 
Sr^t^r ia® down for the government of smtiety in if 

®‘”FrZ^'«“r^eoh. erriaUng in ih> body, aocit^J at^pb n, 
„rderlyinv principles to conform to them. Now that I, .1 

r^adt^l.ibutmiafortuueo.upoaaibly<lowf.um.n Theotg, 

Te r^ode is to discover the principles and laws wh.ch „ derha m, 
tog. and then t» formulate rule, of govcntment „ conformtt, n, 
ttem, in utter disreganl of whatever may Imve been or whatever .a 

I have .aid them ia a terrible disease bemg engendered ni socety, 
which all “ the powem that be " are ezerting their utmost efforts to con 
oeal and to prevent inquiry being made about it. Those who prcsoine, 
even to hint that our se-W mles and regulations are not perfect, and 
their results are not sound, are at once brands as revolutionists, who 
desire to demoralize society by their immoral teachings, or who desire 
to excuse their own lives by advocating rules of conduct conforming 
to them. It seems to be wholly ignored that the same kind of effects 
which exist in society now have aiways existed. Discords and ineom- 
patibilitics have always accompanied the relations of the sexes, and 
always will until the laws that govern them are discovered and applied. 
But until they are discovered people must be left free to investigate, 
else no proper cure can be expected. Suppose experirdents upon 
rail-roading had been prohibited by the laws which apply to the stage 
coach and the draft horse, would we now have been able to travel 
across this continent in six days? In all these minor conditions of 
life, everything is left free and open. But the very moment we step 
into the relations of life itself, the very name of freedom to investigate 
is expunged from its language. 

Now, I hold that this is all wrong. I hold that the same rules 
•which we apply to the conditions of life should also be applied to life 
itself. And I assert, in the broadest and most positive terms possible, 
that our entire social system, which is the foundation of all life, is top¬ 
pling with decay and rottenness, because we are not consistent and 
wise in regard to ita administration. There is to be a complete revok- 
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tioii in it, and not so mucU as one stone shall be left standing upon 
another that shall not be thrown down. 

But instead of examining the prineiples upon which the new struc¬ 
ture shall and must be built, I will first analyze the various parts of 
the present system, or dissect the old carcase preparatory to its entire 
destruction, which must be accomplished before the new and true one 
can be erected in the place where now the old one rears its frowning 
head. 

The finst thing that we encounter when we examine the present 
social system, and which is its chief corner-stone, is marriage, or the 
union of the sexes. At the outset the question arises as to what mar¬ 
riage is. Is it a natural condition or an artificial production? Is it 
governed by natural or by artificial laws? Does it exist in the com¬ 
mon order of the univers •, or did mankind invent it in order that 
they might have its use ? 

Now, in this lies the whole question, since;, if it exist naturally, it 
must be governed by natural laws, with which'^men ought not to in¬ 
terfere. But if it is an artificial product, why then its governing rules 
must be formulated from the laws through which it was produced. 

' That is to say, if marriage is a natural condition, which would exist 
whether there were any artificial laws or not, then, since it exists and 
there are laws, the laws which govern it should be such as to har¬ 
monize with those which govern it in its natural condition. But if 
marriage is an artificial production, invented to serve specific purposes, 
as the watch is invented to mark time, then the laws by which it 
should be governed should be those which will best prepuce the pur¬ 
poses for which it was invented. 

Now, is marriage an invention or is it a natural condition existing in 
the common order of things? It is scarcely necessary that I should 
say it is not in any sense of tlie word an invention made by man. 
Hence it follows that the same laws which would govern it in its 
purely natural state, or in its primitive condition, must be carried into 
its higher conditions and rule them. To illustrate: If a tree or a plant 
or a flower 4 found growing wild, in a purely natural state, which, on 
account of its beauty or its use, it is desirable should be transplanted 
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io.p.Ho.or » " 

W subjected to eu«y diffeteu. lu„ ,t 
transpmnieu ^hich cannot be set aside, 

rdinteSrrr;^:::^^ i 

“ te,iny cannot be transplanted and made to (lonnah b^.de the rose, 
C. It must have its natural relations, Iron, vrhich to drawn, mu«. 


ral aliment ^ ^ ^ ^ __^ 

So it is with marriage. Man found the pnnciple of marriage exist- 

W in men and women before there were any rules of society. In 
trausplanting it into civilized society the same laws which governed 
its manifestations should have accompanied it It will not flourish and 
hear natural fruit, unless the laws of its natural existence are main- 

tainedw , , _ , - * . , 

But, laying aside this part of the subject, let us inquire into the 

bbjects to be attained by marriage. But first let us analyze the results 
that are attained. Thefiret grand attempt is to induce two persons, 
opposite in sex, to think so much of each other that they feel willing, 
in order to accomplish a present wish, to promise to love each other 
till death do them part At the very introduction to the happy state, 
they are compelled to give a solemn pledge that they will perform 
something which there can be no human means of determining in 
advance, whether they can or cannot redeem. The only value a prom- 
ise or a wntract has, is the ability which is involved to fulfill it That 
is all the value any pecuniary contract ever had. It is all the value 
any contract has. If two people contract to perform something they 
do not know they can perform, but which they must enter upon before 
their ability to perform it can he tested, I say they are merely experi* 
menting; and any rule that shall attempt to say that experiments, even 
if unsuccessful, shall stand in force as the rule of life, to depart ftem 
which is moral death, is a curse upon society. 

In all other departments of life the most complete experiments are 
made and tests are applied before the adoption of a new theory. But in 
this, the most important of them all, people are required to shut their eyes, 
6t be blindfolded, and walk straight in, in the most complete and bliss- 
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fill ignorance of wliat the results are to be; but experience teaches us^ 
that neither the bliss nor the ignorance lasts a great whila Rapid 
enlightenment and sudden dissipation of dreamy visions are the general 
rule. I believe that a large proportion of married people will agree 
with mo that, as compared to what they anticipated, marriage is a 
stupendous failure—a gigantic fraud. But they don’t realize this until 
the blow is struck — until the deed is done—from which, twist it as they 
may, there is no escape. Some rebel, and a life-long contest follows ; 
but the general result is, that the situation, bad as it may be, is accepted 
as incurable, and the most there is to be made of a bad bargain is 
made. The common result is the utter waste of all that is really 
grand and noble in life, sacrificed to satisfy a custom which the self- 
styled conservators of morality impose upon society. And the reason 
this sacrifice is made is because the moral courage to do differently is 
lacking. Itis ostracism to do differently. The important crisis passed, 
the first incident of importance by which they are overtaken is, that the 
wife unexpectedly finds herself in a strange condition, and wonders 
what the symptoms mean. Satisfied at length that something is wrong, 
the services of a Madam Restell, if the parties have the means to obtain 
entree to her august presence, are secured, and the situation is usually 
successfully relieved, in a scientific manner. But lacking the open 
sesame to this aristocratic relief, second, third and fourth rate resorts, 
according to cost, arc put in demand. And when the information, 
means and courage to do either of these arc lacking, then washes, teas, 
tonics and various sorts of appliances known to the initiated, are- 
resorted to, either of which, if successful, inevitably induces a long list 
of complaints and weaknesses, the prevalence of which to-day is a 
standing reproach upon, and a permanent indictment against, American 
w'omeTB. Thus, in the very first year of their new departure experi- 
metits, the health of the wdfc is thoroughly ruined, and in a manner 
which prevents its ever being regained. And not only her health, but 
her beauty, as well of temper as of form and feature. 

The next circum^ance that usually turns' up, when all r^orts fail, 
is, -wives find themselves with babies on their hands. How they came 
by them they are u^ally only a little less ignorant of than of the care 
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to which they are entitled These are things too unimportant in their 
character to have been a subject of consideration in education. In fact, 
fio immodest as to have been utterly precluded from thought And 
when natural curiosity may have incited children to obtain, by stealth, 
some information, when discovered by their parents they were probably 
• flogged, or at least severely reprimanded, for their tendencies to im- 

morality. , 

Now, my second indictment against marriage is, - that it compels 
women to become mothers against their wish and will, and to maintain 
sexual relations with men for whom their love is not sufficiently deep 
to always make them happy at the prospect of reproducing themselves 
in children. I assert it as my earnest and well-established conviction 
that no woman should ever hold sexual relations with any man from 
the possible consequences of which she might desire to escape. 

But this raises a relative question as to what shall take the place of 
present marriage customs, since, so long as women depend upon the fact 
of their sex for support, marriage of some sort seems indispensable. And 
it is altogether too true that a very large proportion of the relations 
between the sexes are contracted almost solely with the idea of support 

Scarcely any woman deems it dishonorable to assert that she mar¬ 
ried for a home, or that if it were not for support she would not remain 
with her husband; but the same woman will denounce a poor unfor¬ 
tunate, who cannot obtain a husband, because she sustains sexual rela¬ 
tions, for the same purposes, with a man to whom she is not legally 
married. 

It is, without doubt, the most unfortunate condition to which women 
are subject, that, as a general rule, they are compelled to rely upon 
their sex to gain favor with men. Nothing else which women may 
possess is any recommendation with men. The only stock a woman 
has in which to deal is her person. She must sell that to a man for 
life, or to men indiscriminately, in order to obtain the means of living. 

But a great change must come. The total order of society must be 
reversed. It must be reconstructed so as to naake women equally 
independent with men. Women must be educated as men arcr—to 
^f-support; and the idea that they are only bom and grown to bo- 
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come the sexual slaves of som^ man, or a number of men, must be 
forever banished from the thoughts of women and from the thoughts 
of men that they can be so. 

If women, when they arrive at their majority, are like men capabel 
of self-maintenance, marriage or sexual relations would only be entered 
upon from motives other than making them a means of support 
They will not surrender their freedom except for love, which should be 
the motive of all sexual relations. And I say that any relations which, 
are sustained for any other motive than love are prostitution, since it is 
a use of human powers, not indicated by the laws which govern 
■ them—in which they are made to subserve other purposes than 
those for which by nature they are intended. Nature never intended 
that woman should sell her soul, by prostituting her body, to maintain 
the wants of soul and body. 

It is to be inferred from this that I do not believe that enacted law 
can ever sanction marriage unless it first receive the sanction of natu- 
ral law. Hence, I hold that all sexual unions which are maintained, 
that would dissolve did the law not prevent it, arc little, if any, better 
than downright and open promiscuity. In fact, its effects may often be 
even, more deleterious. 

I often hear it remarked that the general health of woman is deter¬ 
iorating from what it once was. I believe it to be true. I know, from 
a large experience, that not one woman in ten is perfectly healthful 
sexually Now, what is the meaning of all this? There must be a 
cause somewhere-some general cause-since the same effects exist 
upon every hand. And they are sufficiently alarming to justify the 
most searching analysis, and tp make proper the most plain speeck 
A long practice in female complaints entitles me to speak authon- 
tatively. And I unhesitatingly assert that I never knew a woman suffer¬ 
ing from “ weaknesses ” who was perfectly conteifr-who was happy and 
suLbly married. And I never knew a perfectly healthy woman who 
was unhappily mated. Men and women unite their lives because they 
are sexually opposites. The difference in sex is the foundation of all 
union and it is simple folly to attempt to ignore the logic of that fac^ 
since i do not care how much, to all external appearances, men and 
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women may be married, if they are not really united in the foundation 
upon which the marriage is predicated, then disease will most surely 
follow a ooniinuation of the relation. In perfect sexual unity only can 
perfect marriage exist, and the issue may be dodged for all the reasons 
it is possible to inrent, to this at last will we all have to come. And 
you all know I am telling you the truth, though perhaps you have not 
got the courage to admit it, even to yourselves* 

But it is full time that the question be discussed, since it is that one 
upon which the health of the coming generation depends. And if I 
am denounced, as I am, for compelling attention to it, I shall have the 
satisfaction, as 1 do, of knowing I perform a duty, though it be a moat 
thankless one. 

But I am asked, why has not this condition been discovered before, 
and why should different results follow from sexual relations now than 
formerly, when most women were as healthy as most men were ? The 
explanation is very simple, but very complete. It was not till very 
recently—say within a score of years—that a thought of sexual free* 
dom dawned within the hearts of women* They knew nothing- 
thought nothing—but absolute obedience to their husbands* At 
length a light began to dawn upon their souls, wbieK taught them that 
they were individuals, and as such, entitled to rights. With that lesson 
rebellion began* Up to that time they had not felt their condition of 
slavery. But, beginning to feel it, it spread through their whole 
being, and though they still yielded obedience to the conditions, an 
involuntary revolution began, which has culminated in the present 
dreadful results. I am safe in saying that at least one^half of all mar¬ 
ried w^omen are to-day in open revolt against the conditions imposed 
on them by the marriage state, by which they are compelled to submit 
to sexual commerce against their own desires* And do you think 
such things can exist and not engender discord—not produce disease? 
Do you imagine that the penalty of violated law can be escaped ? 

And it must not be concluded that women only are sufferers. Men 
also pay the penalty of all attempts to interfere with the modes of 
nature. Thousands are now suffering this penalty, wondering from 
what it came* They do not know that unreciprocated sexuality 
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destroys itself in time. Neither do they realize, ■when they seek 
promiscuity—when they support the fashionable houses of prostitu¬ 
tion—that they are selling all their future for the merest pretense of 
present change. Verily does nature compensate to the utmost farthing 
for all bad uses made of her bountiful and beauteous provisions. She 
knows no such inconsequent thing as forgiveness of violated law, or 
remission of incurred penalty. Iler demand is measure for measure; 
and it is always honored. Her account is never closed, except upon 
the final rendition of wdiat belongs to herself. 

And here and now I impeach that class of so-called public servants 
-who afEix M. D. to their mimes—first, for their persistent silence upon 
this subject; and, if they object to this, secondly, for their ignorance 
and want of capacity, since, uneducated m boolc physiology as 1 am, 
■and girl as I was, one of the very first facts that attracted my attention, 
connected with the class of diseases resulting from sexual abases, was 
this one of which I speak. Certainly, older, wiser and more learned 
heads must have learned more than I did. But never a word do they 
let drop giving a suspicion that there is such a thing as unfortunate 
results which legitimately flow to women from our present marriage 
system, and to men, from its attendant fact of prostitution. Therefore 
it is that those to whom we have confided the most important circum- 
stances of our lives, for safety, have proved wholly recreant, to their 

trusL 

A very learned and wise physician, to whom I once suggested 
these facts, explained them to me thus = Ho said, “ Our whole system of 
practice is wrongly based, because it is the direct interest of the physi¬ 
cian that sickness shall prevail, since the people pay the doctors for 
treatment, not for health; and since their income is m direct proper- 
tion to the amount of sickness for which the people require treatment; 
while the people, instead of paying most, for the best health, pay best, 

for the most sickness*” 

A nation whom wc denominate “heathen” are wiser than we m 
this regard, since they contract by the year for treatment, which makes 
it the direct interest of the physician to preserve them m the best p<^- 
3 ible health; and not only this, but to study into and discover the 
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causes of disease^ for which, under our present system, there is no 
direct inducement. 

Now, I am prepared to make a further, a more unfortunate and still 
more sweeping indictment, which not only involves all men, but, indi' 
i^ctly and negatively, all women. Men are presuming despots, while 
woTnen are morally their willing slaves. Don't wince under the terms 
Used, until I show you their force, and then you may take them directly 
home. In the first place, men have had the making of all the laws by 
which we are controlled, while women have ever simply acquiesced in 
them. These few words maintain the whole indictment. 

But what are the details? Women find every avenue for distinc¬ 
tion shut in their faces by these laws, with which they have nothing to 
do but yield <!>bedienee. There is no distinction for w'omen except to 
marry. This is so definite and so unexceptionable that if 3^ou ask one 
hundred misses in their teens for what they are preparing, ninety-nine 
will answer “ for marriage! ” And everything that can be done 
to assist them to ** make their market,” and to obtain the very 
highest market price, or the best man, measured by his wealth, is dona 
What difference in principle is tliere betw^een this and the old system 
of exposure in market and actual sale to the highest cash bidder? 
We should not boast so much of our civilization, as being superior to 
that of Asia, until we analyze it carefully, to see if there really is, after 
all, any very great difference. 

And it does not alter the case at all whether the men are pros¬ 
titutes, or w^hether they are what it is required that women shall be, 
only there is a common saying that a “ fast ” man stands the best 
chance with women. While I am not prepared to assert this is tlio 
rule, rather than the exception, this I do assert: that it is commonly 
accepted that a reformed male prostitute makes the best husband. And 
I am not certain but there are good reasons for it, since if a man have 
gone through all the hollowness and falsity of promiscuity with women 
of the town, he must be able to appreciate the 2>urity and sacred ness of 
genujne love and perfect marriage. 

And I say that in'the order of things it is a foul libel upon 
nature to assume if a man be ^'a fallen man,” that he can never rise 






out of that conditioiL But I also assert, if it is a libel upon nature to 
assume that of man, it is a still more infamous libel to assert it of 
woman. If reformed rakes make the best husbands, so also wilt 
reformed prostitutes make the best wives, and for the same reason. 
Eat you never hear a man called a prostitute, nor see him banished 
from society, for illegal sexual relations with women; therefore I de¬ 
mand that the word prostitute, as applied to women, shall he banished 
from our vocabulary. 

Suppose that the beautiful women who fill liooses of fashionable 
resort, to the frequenters of which you do not hesitate to marry your 
daughters, had the same opportunities to marry your sons, do you 
think that foul word would long be Imrled upon them ? I tell you 
nay ! A foul^—an infamous—despotism exists, by which women are 
made to bear the sins, not only of themselves, but also of men, and 
that, too, for the very things forced upon them by men. 

And I propose to descend into the lowest depth to which my sex 
have been hurled, and i^eseue the words so daubed and damned by 
which they have been branded, and place them where the world shall 
be compelled to give them equal justice, without regard to their appli¬ 
cation to sex. It shall no longer stand recorded that a woman, follow¬ 
ing the instincts of her nature and the dictation of her soul, shall be 
consigned to everlasting infamy^ while he who stands by her side^ 
equally partaking, shall pass to other conquests honored and respected* 

Yirtue in woman must mean the same thing that it means in mam 
The time has already been too much extended in which the same words 
have different and sometimes contradictory meanings, as used by, and 
applied to, different people, and especially to different sexes. That, 
these different meanings and applications exist, reveals a whole history 
of untold woe—a whole philosophy of unknown truth They tell us: 
just where the world stands in absolute development These two uses 
of the word virtue tell a sad tale for woman. The word was 
originally derived from the Latin viTj meaning manliness. In the crude,, 
ancient times womanliness was left out of the question. It was the 
warlike quality of physical strength which was denominated virtue. 

But in this age—more cultured intellectually and more refined spirits 
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nally^virtue, aa applied to men, has a higher significance, and meam 
moral goodness. But it is still confined to a narrow and insulting 
specialty when applied to wometL. It has no relation, in her case, ex¬ 
cept to one thing—her sexual nature. Apart from that nature, a 
woman may be all that is nobler generous and good—may even be a 
pattern of religious inspiration, devotion and emotion, and she is not 
virtuous, and never can become so ; but if she is sound in that special 
regard, if she come up to the standard that way, or if she succeed in 
making people believe she comes up to it, she may be a perfect virago, 
a thief even, a fiendish hag, but she is perfectly virtuous—she is to bo 
prized above rubies. 

All this is simply diabolism. It is a degrading, msulting mockery 
to define womanvirtue in this way, or in any way diflferent from 
man's virtue But women seem to accept this disparaging discrimina¬ 
tion, enforced by an organized social despotism, with but little reluc¬ 
tance, since upon the faintest intimation of impropriGty women shrink 
with a terrible dread and in the most abject horror. But while we can 
never render the. terms “ libertine and “ rake as opprobrious as men 
have made strumpet'' and whore,” let us resort to the opposite Tac¬ 
tics and take the sting out of these words by shrinking from no impu^ 
tation to which we may for a time be subjected, by living our higli^t 
and best life. We are now enslaved by the mere fear of an epithet, 
and just so long as the world can^ throw any vile term at us, before 
which we cower, it will maintain its enslavement. 

But we must not permit it to be understood that it is free love 
alone that woman must grow strong enough to defy, but every other 
term intended to degrada I do not intend that she shall or shall not 
be what these words are supposed to convey; but merely that shfe shall 
let the world know that it is simply none of its business what she is in 
this regard, and that woman's virtue must hereafter mean something 
very different—in short, that it means just what makes a man viituous 
and good. 

But there are other general words which need to be discarded from 
the language before inequalities cau disappear. And to none do I ob¬ 
ject, as having a contemptible inference, more strongly than to Seduc- 
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tion. Women are always tlie poor and despised objects of seduction* 
Men are strong and powerful; they are never seduced* Women are 
weak and submissive. They always fall, 

Now, I say that is an infamous lie. I say that it is ofteiier the man 
who is seduced than it is the woman. And, in these later days, I am 
free to confess that woman's chief employment, after arriving at adult 
age, is to seduce men into marriage It is the natural and even the 
legitimate course for women under our present system of society* 
They have nothing else to do. 

First, they must contrive to entrap some man into man-iage. And 
it is really amusing to take an inventory of the various appliances of 
which use is made. From the top of the head to the bottom of the 
heel there is nothing perceptible but artificial contrivances to add to 
their natural charms, or to hide their natural deformities. No person 
may be able to determine how much of the bump paraded upon the 
head of the woman he thinks of marrying is natural; or liow much 
false; he does not know whether the flush upon her cheek is that of 
health or the result of rouge ^ lie does not know wliether that beauti¬ 
fully developed bust is the graceful proportions of nature or the result 
of the ingenious contrivances so well known to the initiated; and, 
after descending below the chest, all hopCj even for supposition, is lost 
in the most unfathomable complexity of urtificialties ; even the leg, if 
by any incident it be revealed to sight before the legal right to closer 
analysis is obtained, he is equally at fault about, since does he not re¬ 
member liow faultless were those of Black Crook memory; and how 
preposterous to imagine tliat such perfection of the superior, could 
accompany such unsightly presentation of inferior, extremities as were 
there made to belong to one and the same individual 

But all of these possibilities have become a necessary part of almost 
every lady's wardrobe ; in fact, so general that fashionable women may 
well be said to be a huge bundle of false pretenses. If a law which it 
was found necessary to put in force in the Seventeenth Century in 
En^^land were to be resumed to-day, it would cause an immense 
diange in female appearances. It was as follows i All women, of 
whatever age, rank, profession or degree, whether Yirgins, wives or 
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widows, that shall, from and after this Act, impose upon, seduce and 
betray mto matrimony any of his Majesty’s male subjects, by scents 
pamte, cometics, washes, artificial teeth, false hair, Spanish wool, iron 
stays, loops, high-heeled shoes or bolstered hips, shall incur the 
pena ty of the laws in force against witchcraft, sorcery and the like, 
t at the marriage, upon conviction, shall stand null and void.’’ 
rou see these tricks are no new things by which women attempt to 
sec uce men. They are only at present becoming a little more fashion- 
able .ml a great deal more acceasary than they have been aioce the 
men were compelled to enact that law to pmlect themaclvee against 
eir too outrageous deceptioua Gravely ask youmelves the question; 
ow many marriages are constantly contracted by the use of these and 
simi ar means, and then say, if you can, that women’s chief employ, 
ment IS not seduction. ^ ^ 

I know of a recent case of a young lady, a ve.y fashionable and a 
very virtuous lady of nineteen, who not only sedocedam.™ of seventy. 

to settle one hundred thousand dollam upon her before she Zuld 
permit the ceremony. 

nsl-fw ^ i“f “Iferiae for bread and 

nakml for clotlici, who sells hemelf to some man for a few houm 

her life, or the young maiden involuntarily yielding hcmcllf up to him 
to whom her young heart gmis out in purity, is »„ angel compamd to 
this woman who »ld lienself during her natural life to the man she 
detested, for one hundred thousand dollam If the flint, is a ease of 
simple prostitution, the last is a deed against which every true woman’s 
»ul will revolt But such is the foiue of public opinion that while 
flint would be kicked from the door-stepof the last and the second 
umm lom cr fathers home, being a sister of the last the last is a 

woinliiped belle of New York-a virtuous woman. 

My friendt do yon think the world will be pennilted much longer 
to enforcesneli customs? Again I tell yon, nay 1 The rimes are ripe 
for social revolution. So long ns God shall give me strength I wS 
never shut my mouth i no, not untU that revolution is precipitated. 
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I know 9. poor distracted girl, scarcely out of her teens, who lias 
an aged mother, an infirm father, and three small children dependent 
upon her. She works at her trade in New York, earning six dollars 
per week. It costs her double that sum to provide for her dependents; 
the other six she earns by selling' herself to a married man of high 
standing for one night every week. And that man would lot her starve 
before he would give her a single dollar, unless she thus remained the 
slave to his jjassion, which she loathe.s with the utmost abhorrence, for 
she loves another, and he desires to marry her; but this clmreh- 
going Christian tells her if she attempt to do that, he will expose her 
to him. In a time qf the most extreme need this delicate, refined, 
sensitive and pure-soulcd girl, to save her from being turned out of this 
man 8 house into the streets with her family, to beg or to starve, because 
she could not pay his rent, submitted to his only alternative. And, my 
friends, there are thousands of similar cases all over the world. 

It is said of Christ that he gave his life to save mankind, and he is 
revered for having done it What do you think should be the reward 
for this poor woman, for giving what to her is more than life that the 
lives of those she loves may be saved ? Let me say to you, my 
friends, there are many Christs to-day giving their lives for others in 
more ways than we have been in the habit of thinking; but, neverthe¬ 
less, they are Christs and are giving their lives. 

But to return to seduction. It is and ought to be mutual. In its 
last analysis it is simply sexual cliarm—the delight which one sex fools 
in the presence of the other when love draws them together. No love 
is without seductive power. It is, indeed, the very esseneo of love, and 
in this regard woman is the grand seductive force; but they are taught 
by a school of sharp practice, which men have instituted for them, to 
throw the blame upon men. 

Bufr society itself is directly responsible for the crime which attaches 
to seduction, since it should pemit no girl to de\'elop into woman- 
hood ignorant of anything that pertains to the sexual relations. The 
restriction in regard to education in these, the most important facte of 
life, is truly astonishing, and what is called seduction will continue 
Until this ignorance is banished by a common-sense system of the most 
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careful and minute education. Do you suppose, with a full knowledge 
of all the possibilities of sexual intercourse, that any woman could ever 
be seduced ? Then let us learn, that as in all other things so also is it 
in this, that safety and security lie only in its perfect understanding. 
Have this, and seduction will be forever banished, since women will 
be equally responsible with men. 

Illegitimacy is another opprobrious term, coined and fastened upon 
another class of innocent victims to public opinion. If a woman bear 
a child outside of legality, that child is illegitimate—is a bastard. Now 
I ask, in the name of all consistency, why should a person born into this 
world without consenting thereto be held responsible for the manner of 
that coming ? It is not enough that the mother is eternally damned, but 
her child must also bear the stain of shame. It matters not what marks 
of great promise the child may possess ; he may be a perfect specimen 
of young humanity in form, features, mind and soul; he may be the 
most intelligent, have th"* quickest perception, the keenest understand¬ 
ing, the profoundest comparison, and the most comprehensive intellec¬ 
tual grasp of all his mates, and yet after all he is only a bastard at last 
While he may be surrounded by sickly, puling, partially idiotic and 
half-made-up children of legality, and they will taunt him with his 
shame. 

I say out upon such morality I Shame is no name for such 
infernalism ; and I also say that the woman who is blessed in being 
the mother of a noble specimen of humanity— I do not care whether 
married or not—has wisely and purely performed her chiefest mission 
of motherhood, to which she is commissioned by God himself. And I 
further assert it as my firm and well-grounded belief, that the woman 
who bears half-made-up children, even if it be in marriage, is guilty of 
illegitimacy, since illegitimacy in the sight of Heaven and Nature is 
in having imperfect children. * * 

And right here 1 must ask your attention to a very pertinent fact 
connected with this matter. Did any of you ever see an illegitimate 
who was not a superior child ? I am free to confess I never did. And 
there is a reason for it too, and one that has a whole world of meaning 
in it All illegitimate children are conceived under the fullest inspi- 
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ration of love—under tlie most perfect natuml marriage possible be^ 
tween the sexes. The fruit of suck marriages cannot be otherwise 
than perfect, because all the conditions that determine perfection are 
present, and their laws obeyed. You see, my friends, healthy and 
beautifubsouled children are not begotten of legality. They result 
from conditions which are in harmony with nature; in other words, 
children arc natural, instead of legal, productions. 

I will now make an assertion, in which I defy refutation. An 
unhealthy child, either in body, mind or heart, was never born of a 
perfectly natural marriage. And to this I will add another with still 
more positiveness: A healthy child, in body, mind and heart, was 
never born when all the conditions of natural union were not present, 
though it were confirmed by all the legality which the law, and all the 
sanctification which the church could confer 

Now, what is the lesson of all these facts; or do they mean nothing 
to humanity, struggling along as it is between life and death—more 
dead than alive, and all disease and misery 1 It has a lesson, and one 
which society will not he much longer able to reject, though it now 
shuts its eyes, ears and hearts against it The entire practices of mar* 
riage will be changed—indeed reversed. Instead of endeavoring to 
bind two people together all their lives, whether they are married by 
nature or not, the first and great object will be to make only such 
marriages legal as fimt are natural; and, secondly, such as remain so 
You may scout this idea, but those of you who shall live for twenty 
years please remember what I say. 

I have said that all the avenues for the exercise of wo man ambi¬ 
tion, except through marriage, are closed. If one is brave and strong 
enough to breast the barriers and force her way into channels occupied 
^ by men almost to the complete exclusion of women, she must submit 
to constant insult and contumely. In my common, everyday pursuits 
I am called by them to visit men at their business places. After I 
am gone, notes are frequently sent after me, requesting, when in 
future I have business, to conduct it by writing. At one time I lost 
five thousand dollars because I could not visit a firm with whom I was 
doing some business, because the wife of one of the partners committed 
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the extreme and unfreqnent folly of remaining a whole afternoon at 
his office, h^e not daring to admit me while she was there. That same 
man seeks every possible opportunity to press his disgusting sexual 
beastliness upon women, and makes his brags of the number of different 
women with whom he liaa consorted* 

®fot long since I entered the office of a prominent and wealthy firm 
in Nassau street, New York, upon a jiurely business matter. True, I 
had been there not unfrcquently before, but had not taken so outspoken 
a position upon social mattere as of lata After completing my busi¬ 
ness, and being about to depart, the head of the firm said: “Tennie, 
see here, I don’t want you to come hero so much; it will be remarked 
upon in the street” Just as though I was such a suspicious charactei 
as to invite unpleasant comment; and as though my visits must mean 
something wrong, against which these immaculate men stood in fear. 
As I turned to leave, there appeared a woman hearing a tray of lunch 
foi the bankers. I asked, “ Does this woman come here every day ? ” 
Yes, was the reply. “Why don't you make the same rule for her 
that you require mo to follow ? Arc not you in danger from her, and 
from those who daily mop your floor and dust your office ? Why do 
you have one rule for me and another for these women ? " You see 
the real objection to me, was, that I was attempting to stand upon an 
equality with them, to transact business, while these other women were 
their slaves to wipe up their vile tobacco putldlea I let that firm 
underetand that I understood the matter, you may depend. 

And why do these men employ women about their offices instead of 
men. I will tell you. They can obtain the same services from them 
for one-half the price they would be obliged to pay raea There is no 
single kind of labor that is performed by both women and men for 
which men do not receive much the higher rate of pay. Even at type¬ 
setting, where the work must be the same, men receive forty-live, while 
women are compelled to accept forty cents, per thousand eras. The best 
women cooks get twenty dollars per month, at most twenty-five. Men 
readily command one hundred, and simply because they are men, with 
no superior fitness over women as to capacity. A tailoress gets seventy- 
five cents for making a coat, while a man s price is three and a half 
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dollars* Women obtain from three to six dollars per weak as sales¬ 
women ; men from ten to rvventy-five^ and women are the acknowl¬ 
edged superiors of men in this indostiy. But there is great competition 
for temporary employment to bridge over the time in which they 
expect to be able to seduce men into supporting them as wives, an^to 
thus obtain a livelihood, rather than by continuing to labor, \^mt 
would become of the world if men pursued the same policy tliat women 
pursue? Wliy, there would be no such thing as perfection in any 
branch of industry. All labor would be regarded as a temporary con¬ 
dition, pending the sole aim and end of all life, to be married out of all 
sei'vice to society. And to such unprofitable usages do the present 
social institutions legitimately tend. 

I tell you, my friends, you have no idea to what a woman who 
attempts to conquer position in business must submit and endure it 
with patience, I have been in Broad street more than two years. I have 
seen hundreds of men on the verge of min saved by their male iViends, 
who always rally to their relief. But I liave quite a different and a 
sad statement to make, I have yet to find men who will stand by 
women in a business extremity. They will render no £issistancc to 
women, unless they are repaid as only women can repay them. 

So it is that women have a fearful task before them—one which it 
will he impossible for them to conquer, unless they first conque 
political power, unless they first acquire the power of the ballot And 
it is for this reason that this cause is so persistently advocated by my 
sister, Victoria C, Woodhull, though she has never spoken so freely of 
its needs in these directions as I have spoken to you. We have bad a 
strong hope of being able to prevail upon the General Government to 
grant us our plain constitutional right as citizens, knowing if we gave 
the full reasons why we put In our claim for it, that it would be 
refused. But men already see, if women acquire political power, that 
they, instead of men, will rnla And this is the secret of the opposi¬ 
tion to woman’s suffrage. 

Not long since I was conversing with a prominent man upon these 
things, to whom I remarked, “When women conquer their freedom, 
and stand upon an equality with men in all things, they will find their 
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fields of operation somewhat restricted upon those in which they now 
roam almost ad libitum. Woman will then choose the man upon whom 
she can bestow her favors.” “ Yes,” he replied, ‘^we know that, and 
it is the reason why we don^t intend you shall get your freedom.’* 

^^e shall now appeal to the women tliemselvas, who are so apathetic, 
that T sometimes almost despair of their ever becoming conscious, of 
the deep and humiliating degradation in which they slumber. Why, 
without knowing it, they are the most complete slaves, living for 
nothing in the world but to minister to men’s brutality and lust, and 
to bear children when they can’t escape them. Analyze the situation 
carefully, and without bias, and no man or woman will deny what 
I say. 

In conclusion, pennit mo to obser\^e that women, before they can 
attain to their true and bast relation in the family of man, must secure 
freedom for themselves, and after that, equality will come, when they 
will be competent to match men in all departments of life, and never 
be dependent upon them. And when equality shall be fully ushered 
in, justice, the sum of all that is desirable for humanity, will gradually 
appear, with her blinded eyes and truly balanced scales, keeping guard 
over all, raised into relations which in perfection may be put in com-’ 
parison with those in which the angels dwell Then, indeed, will men 
and women dwell together in unity, and see constantly springing up in 
their midst beautiful, angelic, God-like children, who, being conceived 
gestated in hope, and born to consummate both joy and hope 
by fullest fruition, shall regenerate the world, since *rthe seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent’s head,” and thereby the last enemy, 
which is death, shall be conquered. 









